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An Act to make provision for the registration of motor vehicles, drivers licences and 
third party motor insurance; and for other purposes. 

The Parliament of South Australia enacts as follows: 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

Short title 

1. This Act may be cited as the Motor Vehicles Act, 1959. 

Interpretation 

5. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires or some other meaning is 
clearly intended- 

"accident" means a collision or impact (whether caused accidentally or on 
purpose) resulting in damage to a motor vehicle: 

"accident towing direction", in relation to a motor vehicle damaged in an 
accident, means a direction to tow that motor vehicle from the scene of the 
accident, being a direction given to a towtruck operator by or on behalf of a 
member of the police force in accordance with the accident towing roster 
scheme: 

"accident towing roster scheme" means the accident towing roster scheme 
provided for by the regulations: 

"authority to tow", in relation to a damaged motor vehicle, means authorization 
in writing to remove the motor vehicle given for the purposes of this Act by 
the owner or person in charge of the vehicle or an inspector or member of 
the police force: 

"authorized agent" means a person or body authorized by the Registrar under 
section 7(3) to exercise or discharge prescribed powers or duties under this 
Act: 

"authorized examiner" means- 

(a) a member of the police force appointed by the Commissioner of 
Police for the purpose of conducting practical driving tests; 

(b) a person appointed by the Registrar for the purpose of conducting 
practical driving tests; 

or 

(c) a person appointed by some public authority, and approved by the 
Registrar, for the purpose of conducting practical driving tests: 
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"the balance of the prescribed registration fee", in relation to a motor vehicle 
registered under this Act at a reduced registration fee, means an amount 
calculated by the Registrar on the basis of the difference between the 
reduced fee and the prescribed fee, in relation to the number of months of 
the registration period that remain unexpired; for the purposes of this 
definition, a portion of a month will be treated as a whole month: 

"business name" means a name registered under the Business Names Act, 1963: 

"caravan" means a trailer that is constructed or adapted so as to provide 
sleeping accommodation for one or more persons: 

"commercial motor vehicle" means- 

(a)  a motor vehicle constructed or adapted solely or mainly for the 
carriage of goods (including a motor vehicle of the type commonly 
called a utility); 

and 

(b)  a prime mover: 

"the committee" means the consultative committee established under 
section 139b: 

"court" means court (whether the Supreme Court or any other court) having 
jurisdiction to deal with the matters in relation to which the word is used: 

"declared area" means- 

(a)  the municipalities of Adelaide, Brighton, Burnside, Campbelltown, 
Elizabeth, Enfield, Gawler, Glenelg, Happy Valley, Henley and 
Grange, Hindmarsh, Kensington and Norwood, Marion, Mitcham, 
Munno Para, Noarlunga, Payneham, Port Adelaide, Prospect, 
St.Peters, Salisbury, Tea Tree Gully, Thebarton, Unley, 
Walkerville, West Torrens and Woodville; 

(b)  the district council districts of East Torrens and Stirling; 

* * * * * * * * * h 

(d) the portion of the Hundred of Willunga that lies within the district 
council district of Willunga; 

and 

(e) a part of the State declared by regulation to be within the area: 

"inspector" means inspector appointed under this Act: 

"interstate licence" means a licence or permit issued under the law of another 
State or Territory of the Commonwealth that corresponds to a driver's 
licence or learner's permit issued under this Act: 

"licence" means a driver's licence: 

"mass" of a vehicle includes the mass of any prescribed accessories or equipment 
carried (either habitually or intermittently) on the vehicle: 

"mobile crane" means a motor vehicle (other than a towtruck) which is fitted 
with a crane operated by power other than human power and which is 
constructed or adapted solely or mainly for lifting and moving goods by 
means of that crane: 
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"mobile fork lift" means a motor vehicle fitted with an apparatus of the kind 
commonly known as a fork lift and constructed or adapted solely or mainly 
for lifting and moving goods by means of the fork lift: 

"motor car" means a motor vehicle- 

(a)  designed for the principal purpose of carrying passengers; 

and 

(b)  designed to carry not more than eight adult persons (including the 
driver): 

"motor cycle" means a motor vehicle (not being a trailer) that moves upon only 
two wheels or, where a side car or side box is attached, upon not more than 
three wheels: 

"motor vehicle" means- 

(a)  a vehicle, tractor or mobile machine driven or propelled or ordinarily 
capable of being driven or propelled by a steam engine, internal 
combustion engine, electricity or any other power, not being human 
or animal power; 

and 

(b)  a caravan or a trailer, 

but does not include a mobile machine controlled and guided by a person 
walking, or a vehicle run upon a railway or tramway: 

"number" means- 

(a)  a figure or a combination of figures; 

(b)  a combination of letters of the alphabet; 

or 

(c) a combination of figures and letters of the alphabet: 

"owner" includes a person who takes a motor vehicle on hire: 

"premises" includes land and the fences, walls or structures on the boundaries of 
land: 

"premium" or "insurance premium", in relation to a motor vehicle, means the 
premium, appropriate to the motor vehicle, for a policy of insurance under 
Part IV- 

(a)  determined by the insurance premium committee established under 
that Part; 

or 

(b)  notified to the Registrar by the insurer that has assumed, or is to 
assume, the risk under the policy, 

whichever is the lesser: 

"prescribed registration fee", in relation to a motor vehicle, means the 
registration fee for that motor vehicle prescribed by, or computed in 
accordance with, the regulations: 
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"primary producer" means a person- 

(a )  who carries on as principal a business of agriculture, horticulture, 
viticulture, dairying, bee keeping or livestock production or some 
other similar business; 

(b) who under a written sharefarming agreement works land as a 
sharefarmer and not as an employee; 

(c) who carries on as principal the business of fishing: 

"prime mover" means a motor vehicle constructed or adapted so as to enable a 
trailer to be attached by means (other than a pole, drawbar or similar 
device) whereby the trailer is pivoted to and superimposed on that motor 
vehicle: 

"probationary conditions" means the conditions referred to in section 81a: 

"probationary licence" means a driver's licence subject to probationary 
conditions: 

"quotation for repair" means an assessment or estimate of the actual or probable 
cost of repairing damage to a motor vehicle: 

"reduced registration fee", in relation to a motor vehicle, means a fee payable 
for the registration of a motor vehicle under this Act that is less than the 
prescribed registration fee in relation to that motor vehicle: 

"registered owner" means a person recorded in the register of motor vehicles as 
the owner of a motor vehicle: 

"registered premises", in relation to a towtruck operator, means the premises 
registered in the name of the towtruck operator pursuant to the accident 
towing roster scheme: 

"the Registrar" means the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and includes any person 
acting on behalf of the Registrar in accordance with this Act: 

"registration" of a motor vehicle includes re-registration or renewal of 
registration; and "to register" has a corresponding meaning: 

"road" means- 

(a )  a road, street or thoroughfare; 

and 

(b) any other place commonly used by the public or to which the public 
are permitted to have access: 

"scene of an accident" means the area within a radius of 200 metres from the 
point at which a vehicle involved in an accident has, as an immediate result 
of the accident, come or been brought to a stationary position: 

"stamp duty" means the duty payable under the Stamp Duties Act, 1923: 

"temporary towtruck certificate" means a temporary towtruck certificate issued 
by the Registrar under Part IIIC: 

"tow", in relation to a motor vehicle, means tow, partially lift and tow, lift and 
carry or carry a motor vehicle by means of another motor vehicle: 
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"towtruck" means a motor vehicle (including a trailer attached to a motor 
vehicle) designed, adapted or intended to lift and carry or partially lift and 
tow a motor vehicle that cannot, because of damage or malfunction, be 
operated properly under its own motive power: 

"towtruck certificate" means a towtruck certificate. issued by the Registrar under 
Part IIIC: 

"towtruck driver" means a person who drives, or operates the equipment of, a 
towtruck: 

"towtruck operator" means a person who carries on the business of towing 
motor vehicles or a business that includes towing motor vehicles: 

* * * * * * * * * * 
"trailer" means a vehicle, or a machine on wheels, that is not self-propelled, and 

is constructed or adapted for being drawn by a motor vehicle: 

"the Tribunal" means the Towtruck Tribunal established under Part IIIC: 

* * * * * * * * * * 

"wharf" includes- 

(a) any wharf, quay, jetty, pier, landing place, stage, platform, slip, basin, 
siding, dock, or other place at which goods can be landed, loaded 
or unloaded, whether situated on or near the shore of the sea or of 
any of its arms or inlets, or on or near the shore of any inland river 
or other inland water; 

(b)  all railways and tramways on the wharf and the approaches to them; 

and 

(c) a wharf only partly constructed as well as a completed wharf. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act, a person who is driving a motor vehicle that tows 
another motor vehicle will be taken to be driving both motor vehicles. 

(3) A reference in a provision of this Act to drivers or the driving of vehicles will 
be taken to include a reference to riders and the riding of vehicles unless the provision 
by its express terms indicates that it does not apply to riders or riding. 

(3a) The Governor may, by proclamation- 

(a)  declare that a motor vehicle of a certain design or with certain characteristics 
is to be regarded for the purposes of this Act as a motor vehicle of a 
specified class; 

and 

(b) revoke or vary any proclamation under this subsection. 

(4) Subject to section 22a of the Acts Interpretation Act, 1915, this Act applies in 
relation to motor vehicles engaged in trade, commerce and intercourse between the 
States. 

(5) Where a provision of this Act confers a power or duty on a person and an 
authorized agent has been empowered to exercise or discharge that power or duty, a 
reference in that provision to the person on whom the power or duty is conferred will 
be taken to include a reference to that authorized agent. 

Note: For definition of divisional penalties see Appendix 2. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

[The next page is 111 
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PART I1 

REGISTRATION O F  MOTOR VEHICLES 

Registration 

Appointment of Registrar and officers 

7. (1) The Governor may appoint a Registrar of Motor Vehicles and such deputy 
registrars of motor vehicles, inspectors of motor vehicles and other officers as the 
Governor considers necessary for the administration of this Act. 

(2) A deputy registrar or any other officer may, subject to and in accordance with any 
directions given by the Registrar, act on behalf of the Registrar- 

(a) during the absence of the Registrar; 

(b) at any time in any matters allotted to the deputy registrar or officer by the 
Registrar. 

(3) The Registrar may authorize any person or body to exercise or discharge any 
prescribed powers or duties under this Act (except the powers conferred by this section). 

(4) An authorization under subsection (3)- 
(a) must be by instrument in writing; 

(b) may be absolute or conditional; 

(c) does not derogate from the power of the person on whom the power or duty is 
conferred by this Act to act in any matter; 

and 

(d) may be revoked by the Registrar at any time by notice in writing. 

(5) Where- 

(a) the exercise or discharge of a prescribed power or duty by the person on whom 
the power or duty is conferred by this Act is dependent on the opinion or 
state of mind of that person in relation to a particular matter; 

and 

(b) the registrar authorized some other person or body under subsection (3) to 
exercise or discharge the power or  duty, 

an authorized agent may exercise or discharge the power or duty on the basis of his or her 
own opinion or state of mind in relation to the matter. 

The register 

8. (1) The Registrar must keep a register of motor vehicles. 

(2) The register must contain such information as the Registrar thinks necessary for 
the administration of this Act, and will be in a form fixed by the Registrar. 

Duty to register 

9. A person must not drive a motor vehicle on a road unless that vehicle has been 
registered under this Act and the registration is for the time being in force; but it is a 
defence to a charge under this section to prove that the motor vehicle was driven in 
circumstances in which this Act or the regulations permit a motor vehicle to be driven 
without registration. 

Penalty: Division 9 fine. 
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Exemptions and Permits 

Exemption of vehicles with trader's plates 

10. A motor vehicle may be driven on roads without registration if it bears trader's 
plates issued under this Act and is driven in conformity with the provisions of this Act as 
to trader's plates. 

Exemption of fire fighting vehicles 

11. (1) A motor vehicle may be driven on roads without registration- 

(a) while carrying persons or fire fighting equipment to or from any place for the 
purpose of preventing, controlling or extinguishing a fire; 

(b) in the course of training members of a fire fighting organization, or for 
transporting such members to or from such training; 

(c)  for the purpose of taking measures for preventing, controlling or extinguishing 
fires. 

(2) In this section- 

"fire" includes a bush fire and any other fire dangerous to or threatening life or 
property: 

"fire fighting organization" means a voluntary fire brigade or voluntary fire fighting 
organization registered under any Act. 

Exemption of farmer's tractors and implements 

12. (1) A tractor may be driven without registration on roads within 40 kilometres of 
a farm occupied by the owner of the tractor on journeys to or from that farm for all or any 
of the following purposes: 

(a)  delivery of the tractor to the farm upon the acquisition of the tractor, or 
delivery of the tractor from the farm upon its sale or disposal; 

(b) removal of the tractor to a workshop for repairs, or return of the tractor to the 
farm from a workshop where repairs were carried out; 

(c)  drawing farm implements or carrying farm implements by means of an 
attachment designed for that purpose; 

(d) proceeding to a place where farm implements are to be attached to the tractor 
for removal, or returning after delivery of farm implements; 

(e) drawing a registered trailer between two or more portions of the farm. 

(2) If there is no workshop where repairs can be efficiently carried out to a tractor 
within 40 kilometres of the farm occupied by the owner of the tractor, the tractor may be 
driven without registration on roads more than 40 kilometres from that farm for the 
purpose of proceeding to the nearest workshop where repairs can be efficiently carried out 
and returning to the farm from that workshop. 

(3) A farm implement may be drawn without registration or insurance by a tractor or 
other motor vehicle on roads within 40 kilometres of a farm occupied by the owner of the 
tractor or motor vehicle. 

(4) A self-propelled farm implement may be driven without registration or insurance 
on roads within 40 kilometres of a farm occupied by the owner of the self-propelled farm 
implement; but, if there is no workshop where repairs can be efficiently carried out to the 
self-propelled farm implement within 40 kilometres of the farm occupied by the owner, 
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the self-propelled farm implement may be driven without registration or insurance on 
roads more than 40 kilometres from that farm for the purpose of proceeding to the nearest 
workshop where repairs can be efficiently carried out and returning to the farm from that 
workshop. 

(5) In this section- 

"farm implement" means an implement or machine for ploughing, cultivating, 
clearing or rolling land, sowing seed, spreading fertilizer, harvesting crops, 
spraying, chaffcutting or other similar operations and includes a trailer bin 
constructed for attachment to a harvester for the purpose of collecting grain in 
bulk, a field bin constructed for the purpose of receiving or storing grain in or 
close to the field in which it is harvested, a grain elevator and a bale elevator, 
but does not include any other vehicle wholly or mainly constructed for the 
carriage of goods. 

Exemption of certain vehicles from requirements of registration and insurance 

12a. (1) A motor vehicle may be driven without registration on a wharf for the 
purpose of loading or unloading cargo. 

(2) A self-propelled wheelchair or any other motor vehicle (not being a motor car) of 
a prescribed class may be driven upon a road without registration or insurance by a person 
who, because of some physical infirmity reasonably requires the use of a wheelchair or 
such a motor vehicle. 

(3) A self-propelled lawn mower may be driven on a road without registration or 
insurance where- 

(a) it is being used to mow lawn or grass; 

or 

(b) it is being driven on a road to or from a place at which it is to be, or has been, 
used for that purpose. 

Exemption of plant used for firebreaks, destroying weeds, etc. 

13. A vehicle constructed or adapted for making firebreaks or for the destruction of 
dangerous or noxious weeds or the destruction of vermin on roads- 

(a) may be used without registration on a road in the work of making a firebreak or 
of destroying dangerous or noxious weeds or vermin; 

or 

(b) may be driven without registration on a road in the course of a journey to or 
from a place where any such work is being, or is to be, done. 

Permits to drive vehicle without registration 

16. (1) Where- 

(a) the Registrar is unable to determine an application for registration of a motor 
vehicle without delay; 

(b)  the Registrar determines that an application for registration of a motor vehicle 
should be granted but is unable to effect registration without delay; 
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(c) the owner of a motor vehicle- 

(i) applies for a permit following the return by the Registrar of an 
application for registration of the vehicle; 

(ii) applies for a permit authorizing the vehicle to be driven on roads 
without registration in prescribed circumstances or in 
circumstances in which it is, in the opinion of the Registrar, 
unreasonable or inexpedient to require the vehicle to be registered, 

and pays the prescribed fee and the appropriate insurance premium, 

the Registrar may issue to the owner of the vehicle a permit, subject to such terms and 
conditions as the Registrar thinks fit to impose, authorizing the vehicle to be driven on 
roads without registration during the period specified in the permit. 

(2) Where the owner of a motor vehicle not previously registered in his or her name, 
or a person acting on the owner's behalf, satisfies a member of the police force stationed at 
a police station situated outside a radius of 40 kilometres from the General Post Office at 
Adelaide that an application in the proper form for the registration of the vehicle, to 
commence as from a day not later than the issue of the permit under this subsection, has 
been sent to the Registrar by or on behalf of the owner of the vehicle together with a sum 
sufficient to cover- 

(a) the registration fee; 

(6) the appropriate insurance premium; 

and 

(c) the stamp duty (if any) payable on the application, 

the member of the police force may issue without fee to the owner of the vehicle a permit 
authorizing the vehicle to be driven on roads without registration during the prescribed 
period. 

(3) A permit under this section will be in a form determined by the Minister. 

(4) Where a permit has been issued under this section, the motor vehicle to which the 
permit relates will, while the permit remains in force, be taken to be duly registered under 
this Act. 

(5 )  A policy of insurance under Part IV is, subject to this Act, in force in respect of a 
motor vehicle for which a permit has been issued under this section from the time of the 
granting of the permit until- 

(a) where an application for registration of the vehicle made before the issue of the 
permit is subsequently granted-the expiration of the period for which the 
registration was applied for, and a further period of grace in accordance with 
that Part; 

(b)  in any other case-the expiration of the period for which the permit remains in 
force. 

(6)  Where an application for registration made before the issue of the permit is 
subsequently granted, the registration will be taken to have commenced from the time of 
issue of the permit. 
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(7) A permit under this section ceases to have any force or effect- 

(a) when the registration label issued in respect of the motor vehicle is affixed to 
the vehicle; 

or 

(b) - 

(i) in the case of a permit under subsection (1)-on the expiration of the 
period specified in the permit; 

(ii) in the case of a permit under subsection (2)-on the expiration of the 
prescribed period, 

whichever first occurs. 

(8) A permit under this section must, throughout the period for which it remains in 
force, be carried, in accordance with the regulations, in the vehicle to which it relates. 

(9) A person must not drive on a road a motor vehicle in respect of which a permit 
under this section is in force unless the permit is carried in the vehicle in accordance with 
the regulations. 

Penalty: Division 11 fine. 

(10) If a condition of a permit under subsection (1) is contravened the Registrar may, 
by notice in writing served personally or by post on the holder of the permit, revoke the 
permit. 

(11) A person who contravenes a condition of a permit under subsection (1) is guilty 
of an offence. 

Penalty: Division 10 fine. 

(12) If the Registrar is satisfied that a permit under subsection (1) has been lost or 
destroyed, the Registrar may, on payment of the prescribed fee, issue a duplicate permit. 

(13) If a member of the police force stationed at a police station situated outside a 
radius of 40 kilometres from the General Post Office at Adelaide is satisfied that a permit 
under subsection (2) has been lost or destroyed, the member of the police force may, on 
payment of the prescribed fee, issue a duplicate permit. 

(14) Where the Registrar or a member of the police force has, pending the 
determination of an application for registration of a motor vehicle, issued a permit under 
this section and the Registrar is subsequently unable to grant registration to the applicant, 
the Registrar may, by notice in writing served personally or by post on the applicant, 
refuse the application for registration and refund such proportion of any registration fee 
and insurance premium paid as the Registrar thinks appropriate. 

(15) In this section- 

"the prescribed period" means a period determined by the Registrar after 
consulting the Commissioner of Police. 
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Vehicles registered, etc., in other States of the Commonwealth 

19a. (1) A motor vehicle that is owned by a person who ordinarily resides in another 
State or Territory of the Commonwealth, or by a body corporate that carries on business in 
another State or Territory of the Commonwealth, may be driven in this State without 
registration under this Act if- 

(a) the vehicle is in this State for the purpose of temporary use; 

(b)  the vehicle is permitted to be driven on roads within another State or Territory 
of the Commonwealth by virtue of registration, a permit or other authority 
granted and in force under the law of that other State or Territory of the 
Commonwealth; 

(c) any current registration label, certificate, card, permit and plate or plates that 
are required to be affixed to the vehicle if it is to be driven in accordance 
with the law of that other State or Territory of the Commonwealth are duly 
affixed to the vehicle in accordance with that law; 

(ca) any conditions or restrictions imposed upon the use of the vehicle by virtue of 
the law of that other State or Territory of the Commonwealth are complied 
with; 

and 

(d) there is in force in relation to the vehicle a policy of insurance- 

(i) that complies with the law of that other State or Territory of the 
Commonwealth; 

and 

(ii) under which the owner and driver of the motor vehicle are insured 
against liability that might be incurred in respect of death of, or 
bodily injury to, any person caused by, or arising out of the use of, 
the motor vehicle in this State. 

(2) A motor vehicle that is owned by a person who has changed his or her place of 
residence from another State or Territory of the Commonwealth to this State may be 
driven in this State without registration under this Act if- 

(a) the vehicle is permitted to be driven on roads within another State or Territory 
of the Commonwealth by virtue of registration, a permit or other authority 
granted and in force under the law of that other State or Territory of the 
Commonwealth; 

(b)  any current registration label, certificate, card, permit and plate or plates that 
are required to be affixed to the vehicle if it is to be driven in accordance 
with the law of that other State or Territory of the Commonwealth are duly 
affixed to the vehicle in accordance with that law; 

(ba) any conditions or restrictions imposed upon the,use of the vehicle by virtue of 
the law of that other State or Territory of the Commonwealth are complied 
with; 

(c) an application for registration of the motor vehicle under this Act has been, or 
is to be, made as soon as reasonably practicable after the date of the change 
in the owner's place of residence; 

and 
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(d) there is in force in relation to the vehicle a policy of insurance- 

(i) that complies with the law of that other State or Territory of the 
Commonwealth; 

and 

(ii) under which the owner and driver of the motor vehicle are insured 
against liability that might be incurred in respect of death of, or 
bodily injury to, any person caused by, or arising out of the use of, 
the motor vehicle in this State. 

Registration Procedure 

Application for registration 

20. (1) An application to register a motor vehicle - 
(a) must state correctly- 

(i) the full name of the owner of the vehicle; 

(ii) where the owner of the vehicle is a natural person, the address at which 
the owner is ordinarily resident and, in the case of an application 
for registration in a business name, the address of the principal 
place of business at which the owner carries on business in that 
business name; 

and 

(iii) where the owner of the vehicle is a body corporate, the address of the 
principal place of business in this State of the body corporate; 

and 

(b) must be made in a manner and form determined by the Minister. 

(2) At the time of making the application- 

(a) the registration fee; 

(b) the appropriate insurance premium; 

and 

(c) the stamp duty (if any) payable on the application, 

must be paid to the Registrar. 

(2a) Where an application to register a motor vehicle falsely states the name of the 
owner of the vehicle, any registration of the motor vehicle pursuant to that application is 
void and of no effect. 

(3) A person under the age of 16 years cannot apply for, or be granted, registration in 
respect of a motor vehicle. 

(4) If the Registrar purports to register a motor vehicle upon an application that is 
invalid by reason of subsection (2a) or (3), a policy of insurance under Part IV will, 
notwithstanding the invalidity of the registration, come into operation in respect of the 
motor vehicle as if it had been validly registered. 

Power of Registrar to return application 

21. Where application for registration of a motor vehicle is made and- 

(a) the application is not entirely in order; 
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(b) the full amount payable to the Registrar in respect of the application has not 
been paid; 

(c) the owner of the vehicle is, at the time of lodging the application, unable to 
supply all the information required for the Registrar to assess the registration 
fee or determine the application; 

(d) the Registrar has refused to determine the application until the particulars 
disclosed in the application are verified; 

(e) a court has ordered that the vehicle not be registered until some condition is 
complied with and the condition has not been complied with, 

the Registrar may return the application and any registration fee and insurance premium 
paid in respect of the application. 

Registrar may require applicant to supply information 

22. The Registrar may require a person applying for the registration of a motor 
vehicle or a permit to provide satisfactory evidence by statutory declaration, weighbridge 
note or other means as to- 

(a) any facts upon which the amount of any payment to be made to the Registrar 
for, or in respect of, registration or insurance depends; 

or 

(b) any facts by reason of which the applicant is entitled to be granted registration 
of the vehicle or a permit without payment of a fee. 

Refusal to register unfit vehicles 

23. If a court has ordered that a vehicle not be registered until some condition is 
complied with, the Registrar must not register that vehicle until satisfied that that 
condition has been complied with. 

Duty to grant registration 

24. (1) Upon application duly made and payment of the prescribed fee, the 
appropriate insurance premium and the stamp duty (if any) payable on the application, 
the Registrar must, subject to this Act, register the motor vehicle in the register of motor 
vehicles- 

(a) for a period of 6 months; 

(b) for a period of 12 months; 

(c) where the applicant is the owner of a number of motor vehicles that equals or 
exceeds a number to be determined by the Registrar-for a period expiring 
on a day fixed by the Registrar as a common day of expiry in relation to those 
motor vehicles, 

at the option of the applicant. 

(la) Notwithstanding subsection (I), the Registrar may register a motor vehicle for a 
period of less than 6 months or 12 months where the last registered owner has cancelled 
the registration of the vehicle but subsequently applies for registration of the vehicle 
before the day on which that previous registration would, but for cancellation, have 
expired. 
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(lb) The Registrar may renew the registration of a motor vehicle notwithstanding the 
expiry of the previous registration, provided that the application for renewal is made by 
the last registered owner of the vehicle within 30 days of that expiry. 

(lc) Notwithstanding the renewal of the registration of a motor vehicle pursuant to 
subsection (lb), the vehicle is not, for the purposes of this Act, to be taken as registered 
during the period between expiry of the previous registration and that renewal. 

(2 )  Notwithstanding subsection (I) ,  the Registrar may refuse to register the motor 
vehicle pending- 

(a) investigation as to the correctness of the particulars disclosed in the application 
for registration; 

or 

(b) examination of the motor vehicle for the purpose of ascertaining whether it- 

(i) complies with an Act or regulation that regulates the design, 
construction or maintenance of such a motor vehicle; 

(ii) would, if driven on a road, put the safety of persons using the road at 
risk. 

(3) If upon investigation the particulars disclosed in the application for registration 
are found to be correct, the Registrar must forthwith register the motor vehicle. 

(4) If upon investigation the particulars disclosed in the application for registration 
are found to be not correct, the Registrar may refuse to register the motor vehicle. 

(5) The Registrar may refuse to register a motor vehicle- 

(a) if satisfied that the motor vehicle does not comply with an Act or regulation 
that regulates the design, construction or maintenance of such a motor 
vehicle; 

(b) if satisfied that the motor vehicle would, if driven on a road, put the safety of 
persons using the road at risk. 

Duration of Registration 

Period of registration 

26. Subject to this Act, the registration of a motor vehicle commences- 

(a) on the day on which it is effected (or, where a permit is issued, the date of issue 
of the permit); 

(b) where the motor vehicle is registered, or was last registered, in the name of the 
applicant and application is made before, or within 30 days after, the expiry 
of the previous registration-on the day after that expiry, 

and the registration of a motor vehicle expires on the last day of the period for which it was 
registered. 
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Registration Fees 

Regulation of registration fees 

27. The Governor may, by regulation- 

(a) prescribe a scale of registration fees, or provide for the computation or 
assessment of registration fees, in respect of motor vehicles or any class of 
motor vehicles; 

(b) make any provision necessary or expedient in relation to the computation or 
assessment of registration fees or the resolution of any dispute between the 
Registrar and an applicant for registration as to the appropriate registration 
fee to he paid on an application for registration of a motor vehicle; 

and 

(c) provide for the public exhibition of lists containing the specifications of motor 
vehicles of standard models or kinds and any other information relevant to 
the computation of registration fees. 

Registration without fee 

31. (1) The Registrar must register without fee- 

(a) any motor vehicle owned by the South Australian Metropolitan Fire Service, or 
a voluntary fire brigade or voluntary fire fighting organization registered 
under any Act; 

(b)any motor vehicle owned by a municipal or district council and used solely for 
the purpose of fire fighting; 

(c) any motor ambulance for the use of which no charge is made; 

(d) any motor ambulance operated by a municipal or district council or by a 
society or association otherwise than for the purpose of monetary gain to the 
individual members of such society or organization; 

(e) any motor vehicle owned by a municipal or district council and used solely or 
mainly in connection with the construction or maintenance of roads; 

(f) any motor vehicle owned by a municipal or district council or by a controlling 
authority under the Local Government Act, 1934, and used solely or mainly 
for the collection and transport of household rubbish; 

(g) any motor vehicle owned by the Renmark Irrigation Trust and used solely or 
mainly in connection with the construction or maintenance of all or any of 
the following works, namely, roads, irrigation channels, irrigation drains and 
other works for irrigation or drainage of the Trust's area; 

(i) any motor vehicle consisting of mobile machinery and plant used solely for 
boring for water or of mobile machinery and plant used solely for excavating 
and cleaning dams. In this paragraph "dams" means excavations in which 
water is stored or intended to be stored; 

( j)  any motor vehicle owned by an accredited diplomatic officer or accredited 
consular officer de carriere, who is a national of the country which he or she 
represents and who resides in the State; 
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(k) any trailer used solely for the purpose of carrying equipment and fuel for 
generating producer gas for the propulsion of the motor vehicle by which the 
trailer is drawn; 

(m) any tractor, bulldozer, scarifier, grader, roller, tar sprayer, tar kettle or other 
similar vehicle constructed or adapted for doing work in constructing, 
improving or repairing roads and used only in such work or in the course of a 
journey to or from a place where such work is being, or is to be, done; 

(n) any motor vehicle owned by a municipal or district council and used solely for 
the purpose of civil defence; 

(p) any motor vehicle owned by, and used for the purposes of, the Lyrup Village 
Association; 

(q) any motor vehicle that is to be registered without fee by virtue of the 
regulations. 

(2) Where- 

(a) a motor vehicle has been registered under this section; 

(b) an application for registration of the motor vehicle is made otherwise than 
under this section; 

and 

(c) the motor vehicle has not previously been registered under this Act upon an 
application by the present applicant in respect of which stamp duty has been 
paid, 

the Registrar must treat the application as if the vehicle had not previously been registered 
under this Act, and registration fees and stamp duty will be payable on the application 
accordingly. 

Vehicles owned by the Crown 

32. (1) Motor vehicles owned by the Crown are not exempt from registration under 
this Act and registration fees are payable in respect of those vehicles. 

(2) The amount of any such fees, and the circumstances in which they are payable, 
are the same as in the case of vehicles owned by subjects. 

(3) Any question as to the amount of the fee payable on any vehicle owned by the 
Crown or as to whether any such vehicle should pursuant to this Act be registered without 
payment of a fee, will be decided by the Treasurer, whose decision will be final. 

Registration fees for primary producers' commercial vehicles 

34. (1) If the owner of a commercial motor vehicle or tractor- 

(a) satisfies the Registrar by such evidence as the Registrar requires that the owner 
is a primary producer in this State; 
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(b)  undertakes that that motor vehicle or tractor will not, unless the balance of the 
prescribed registration fee is paid, be used on roads for carrying Her 
Majesty's mails, goods or passengers for pecuniary reward or for carrying 
goods in the course of any trade or business other than that of a primary 
producer, 

the registration fee is one-half of the prescribed registration fee. 

(2) In this section- 

"carry", "carrying" and "carriage" respectively include haul, hauling and haulage. 

Registration fees for primary producers' tractors 

35. (1) If the owner of a motor tractor- 

(a) satisfies the Registrar by such evidence as the Registrar requires that the owner 
is a primary producer in this State; 

and 

(b) undertakes that, unless the balance of the prescribed registration fee is paid, the 
motor tractor will not be used on roads except for the purposes mentioned in 
subsection (2), 

the registration fee for that motor tractor is one-quarter of the prescribed registration fee. 

(2) The purposes referred to in subsection (1) are- 

(a) transporting produce of the primary producer's land from that land to the 
nearest railway station, or if there is a port nearer to that land than any 
railway station then to that port; 

(b) transporting any such produce to a place not more than 24 kilometres from that 
land for the purpose of the packing, processing, delivery to a carrier, or sale; 

(c) transporting goods intended for consumption or use on the land of the primary 
producer from any such railway station, port or place to that land. 

Registration fees for prospectors' vehicles 

36. If the owner of a commercial motor vehicle- 

(a) satisfies the Registrar by a certificate from the Director-General of Mines and 
Energy or such other evidence as the Registrar requires that the owner is a 
prospector whose principal business consists in prospecting for metals or 
minerals; 

and 

(b) undertakes that, unless the balance of the prescribed registration fee is paid, the 
motor vehicle will be used on roads solely or mainly for carrying plant, tools, 
stores or other equipment used in connection with prospecting, or metals or 
minerals won by the owner from the soil, 

the registration fee for the vehicle is one-half of the prescribed registration fee. 

Registration fees for vehicles in outer areas 

37. (1) In this section- 

''outer area" means- 

(a) the whole of Kangaroo Island; 
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(ab) the area of the District Council of Coober Pedy; 

(acj the area of the District Council of Roxby Downs; 

or 

(b) all other parts of the State that are not within a municipality, a district 
council area or Iron Knob. 

(la) In subsection (1)- 

"Iron Knob" means all that portion of County of Manchester within a circle having 
a radius of 2 415 metres and its centre at the south-western corner of Allotment 
270, town of Iron Knob. 

(2) If the owner of a motor vehicle undertakes that, unless the balance of the 
prescribed registration fee is paid, the motor vehicle will, during the period for which 
registration is applied for- 

(a) be used wholly or mainly in outer areas; 

(b) be in the possession and under the control of a person who resides in an outer 
area; 

and 

(c) be usually kept at premises situated in an outer area, 

the registration fee is one-half of the prescribed registration fee. 

Registration fees for incapacitated ex-servicemen 

38. (1) If the Registrar is satisfied by such evidence as the Registrar requires that- 

(a) a motor vehicle is owned by a person who has been a member of a naval, 
military or air force of Her Majesty; 

(b) the owner, as a result of service in a naval, military or air force, is totally and 
permanently incapacitated, or is blind, or has lost a leg or foot, or receives 
under the laws of the Commonwealth relating to repatriation a pension at the 
rate for total incapacity, or a pension granted by reason of impairment of the 
power of locomotion at a rate not less than 75 per cent of the rate for total 
incapacity; 

and 

(c) the motor vehicle will, during the period for which it is sought to be registered, 
be wholly or mainly used for the transport of the owner, 

the prescribed registration fee for that motor vehicle must be reduced by the prescribed 
amount. 

(2) This section does not apply to or in relation to- 

(a) more than one motor vehicle owned by the same owner; 

(b)  any motor vehicle in respect of the registration of which a reduced fee is 
payable pursuant to any provision of this Act other than this section. 

(3) If the registered owner of a motor vehicle that has been registered at a reduced fee 
in accordance with this section dies, or ceases to be the owner of the vehicle, the 
registration will, subject to this Act, continue in force for a period of one month after 
death, or the cessation of ownership, and will, unless the balance of the prescribed 
registration fee is paid, become void upon the expiration of that period. 
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Reduced fees for certain concession card holders 
38a. (1) If the Registrar is satisfied by such evidence as the Registrar requires that the 

owner of a motor vehicle- 
(a) is entitled, as the holder of- 

(i) a State Concession Card issued by the Department for Community 
Welfare; 

or 
(ii) a pensioner entitlement card issued under any Act or law of the 

Commonwealth, 
to travel on public transport in this State at reduced fares; 

and 
(b)  the motor vehicle will, during the period for which it is sought to be registered, 

be wholly or mainly used for the transport of the owner, 
the prescribed registration fee for that motor vehicle must be reduced by the prescribed 
amount. 

(2) This section does not apply to or in relation to- 
(a) more than one motor vehicle owned by the same owner; 
or 
(b)  any motor vehicle in respect of the registration of which a reduced fee is 

payable pursuant to any provision of this Act other than this section. 
(3) If the registered owner of a motor vehicle that has been registered at a reduced fee 

in accordance with this section dies, or ceases to be the owner of the vehicle, the 
registration will, subject to this Act, continue in force for a period of one month after 
death, or the cessation of ownership, and will, unless the balance of the prescribed 
registration fee is paid, become void on the expiration of that period. 

Registration fees for trailers owned by certain concession card holders 
38ab. (1) If the Registrar is satisfied by such evidence as the Registrar requires that 

the owner of a trailer- 
(a) is entitled, as the holder of- 

(i) a State Concession Card issued by the Department for Community 
Welfare; 

(ii) a pensioner entitlement card issued under any Act or law of the 
Commonwealth, 

to travel on public transport in this State at reduced fares; 
and 
(b) the trailer will, during the period for which it is sought to be registered, be 

wholly or mainly employed in the personal use of the owner, 
the prescribed registration fee for that trailer must be reduced by the prescribed amount. 

(2) This section does not authorize the registration at a reduced fee of more than one 
trailer owned by the same owner. 

(3) If the registered owner of a trailer that has been registered at a reduced fee in 
accordance with this section dies, or ceases to be the owner of the trailer, the registration 
will, subject to this Act, continue in force for a period of one month after death, or the 
cessation of ownership, and will, unless the balance of the prescribed registration fee is 
paid, become void on the expiration of that period. 
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Registration fees for certain incapacitated persons 
38b. (1) If the Registrar is satisfied by such evidence as the Registrar requires that the 

owner of a motor vehicle- 
(a) in consequence of the loss of the use of one or both legs, is permanently unable 

to use public transport; 
and 
(b)  the motor vehicle will, during the period for which it is sought to be registered, 

be wholly or mainly used for the transport of the owner, 

the prescribed registration fee for that motor vehicle must be reduced by the prescribed 
amount. 

(2) This section does not apply to or in relation to- 
(a) more than one motor vehicle owned by the same owner; 

(b) any motor vehicle in respect of the registration of which a reduced fee is 
payable pursuant to any provision of this Act other than this section. 

(3) If the registered owner of a motor vehicle that has been registered at a reduced fee 
in accordance with this section dies, or ceases to be the owner of the vehicle, the 
registration will, subject to this Act, continue in force for a period of one month after 
death, or the cessation of ownership, and will, unless the balance of the prescribed 
registration fee is paid, become void on the expiration of that period. 

Registration fees for historic motor vehicles 
39. (1) If the Registrar is satisfied by such evidence as the Registrar requires that- 

(a) a motor vehicle was manufactured before the prescribed date and has not been 
modified from its original design to any significant extent; 

(b) the owner of the vehicle is a financial member of a club recognized under this 
section as a historic motor vehicle club; 

(c) the vehicle will not, during the period for which it is sought to be registered, be 
driven on a road- 

(i) if the owner has ceased to be a financial member of a club recognized 
under this section as a historic motor vehicle club; 

or 
(ii) exept- 

(A) in events for vehicles of that kind held by that club (whether 
alone or jointly with another club or person) in accordance 
with a calendar approved by the Registrar; 

(B) for other journeys subject to such conditions and limitations 
as are prescribed, 

the prescribed registration fee for the vehicle must be reduced to the prescribed amount. 

(2) The Minister may by notice published in the Cazette- 

(a) recognize a club as a historic motor vehicle club for the purposes of this section; 

(b)  if satisfied that there is good cause to do so, withdraw the recognition of a club 
as a historic motor vehicle club with effect from a date specified in the notice 
(being not less than 28 days from the date of publication of the notice). 
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(3) Where a motor vehicle is registered for a reduced registration fee under this 
section- 

(a) the period of registration must be 12 months and not a lesser period; 

(b) no refund is payable by the Registrar on the cancellation of the vehicle's 
registration; 

and 

(c) the registration is not transferable. 

Balance of registration fee 
40. Where a vehicle has been registered at a reduced registration fee, the owner of the 

vehicle may, at any time while that registration is in force, pay to the Registrar the balance 
of the prescribed registration fee, and thereafter during the balance of the period for which 
it was registered, the vehicle may be used as if it had been registered upon payment of the 
prescribed registration fee. 

Refund of part of registration fee on eligibility for reduced fee 
40a. Where a vehicle has been registered upon payment of the prescribed registration 

fee and the owner of the vehicle becomes entitled to an exemption from, or reduction of, 
registration fees at any time during the period for which the vehicle is registered, the 
Registrar has a discretion to refund to the owner of the vehicle such part of the registration 
fee as the Registrar thinks just in the circumstances. 

Misuse of vehicles registered at reduced fees or without fee 
41. (1) In this section- 

"motor vehicle of restricted registration" means a motor vehicle- 

(a) registered for a period in respect of which no registration fee has been 
paid; 

(b) registered for a period in respect of which only a reduced registration fee 
has been paid. 

(2) A person must not use or keep a motor vehicle of restricted registration for a 
purpose or in circumstances contrary to the terms of a statement or undertaking that was 
made in connection with the application for registration, or transfer of registration, of the 
vehicle. 

Penalty: Division 9 fine. 

(3) Where a person has been convicted of an offence under this section, the court may 
order, in addition to any penalty it may have imposed, that the convicted person pay to the 
Registrar within a period specified in the order- 

(a) if the motor vehicle was registered without fee-the whole of the prescribed 
registration fee that would have been payable in respect of the period of 
registration during which the offence was committed had the motor vehicle 
not qualified for restricted registration; 






















































































































































































































