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South Australia

Single-use and Other Plastic Products (Waste
Avoidance) Regulations 2021

under the Single-use and Other Plastic Products (Waste Avoidance) Act 2020
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Legislative history

1—Short title

These regulations may be cited as the Single-use and Other Plastic Products (Waste
Avoidance) Regulations 2021.

3—Interpretation

In these regulations, unless the contrary intention appears—
Act means the Single-use and Other Plastic Products (Waste Avoidance) Act 2020,

care facility means a nursing home, aged care facility, supported residential facility or
other facility at which disability support, palliative care, respite care or rehabilitation
services are provided;

charitable organisation means an entity registered under the Australian Charities and
Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 of the Commonwealth;

designated person means a person who requires a single-use plastic drinking straw
due to a disability or for medical purposes or medical reasons;

local government council means a council under the Local Government Act 1999,

medical or dental facility means a facility at which medical or dental services
(including treatment, care, research or diagnostic services) are provided;

Ppharmacy business has the same meaning as in Part 4 of the Health Practitioner
Regulation National Law (South Australia) Act 2010
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Ppizza saver means a device designed or intended to be placed inside a pizza box to
prevent the lid of the box from touching a pizza contained in the box;

plastic-stemmed cotton bud means a product that—
(a) has a stem that is comprised, in whole or in part, of plastic; and

(b) has a tip comprised of cotton wool, synthetic fibre or some other similar
substance at 1 or both ends,

but does not include such a product that has a tip or tips that are designed or intended
to be detached from the stem and replaced;

prescribed business means—
(a) apharmacy business; or
(b) alocal government council; or
(c) acharitable organisation; or
(d) acare facility; or
(e) amedical or dental facility;

relevant food or beverage product means a food or beverage product that is
pre-packaged as a single-serve and is ready for—

(a) immediate consumption; or
(b) consumption after cooling or heating the food or beverage;
single-use plastic bowl does not include—

(a) an expanded polystyrene bowl; or

Note—

See section 6(1)(e) of the Act.

(b) asingle-use plastic bowl designed or intended to have a spill-proof lid,
whether separate or attached; or

(c) asingle-use plastic bowl that forms part of the packaging of a relevant food
or beverage product; or

(d) Dbefore 1 November 2024—a paper or cardboard bowl lined or coated with
plastic;

single-use plastic plate does not include—
(a) an expanded polystyrene plate; or
Note—

See section 6(1)(f) of the Act.

(b) asingle-use plastic plate that forms part of the packaging of a relevant food or
beverage product; or

(c) before 1 November 2024—a paper or cardboard plate lined or coated with
plastic;

supported residential facility means premises licensed as a supported residential
facility under the Supported Residential Facilities Act 1992.
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3A—Definition of prohibited plastic product (section 6(1)(h) of
Act)—inclusions
Pursuant to section 6(1)(h) of the Act, the following plastic products, or plastic

products of a class, are included within the ambit of the definition of prohibited
plastic product.

(a) aplastic pizza saver;
(b) aplastic-stemmed cotton bud;
(c) asingle-use plastic bowl;
(d) asingle-use plastic plate.
4—Definition of prohibited plastic product (section 6(1) of Act)—exclusions

Pursuant to section 6(1) of the Act, the following products, or products of a class, are
excluded from the ambit of the definition of prohibited plastic product:

(a) single-use plastic drinking straws or single-use plastic cutlery that form an
integral part of a relevant food or beverage product (whether attached to or
contained in the product) to enable or assist with consumption of the food or
beverage;

(b) expanded polystyrene cups or expanded polystyrene bowls that form part of
the packaging of a relevant food or beverage product.

5—Exemption for single-use plastic drinking straws—sale, supply and
distribution to designated person

(1) Pursuant to section 16(2) of the Act, a person is exempt from section 7(1) of the Act in
respect of single-use plastic drinking straws if—

(a) the sale, supply or distribution of the straws (as the case requires) is of an
individual straw—

(i) to a designated person or person who purports to be a designated
person; or

(i) to a person acting on behalf of a designated person or a person who
purports to be acting on behalf of a designated person; and

(b) any such straws kept or stored in a part of premises, or other place, at which
the person carries on a business and to which members of the public have or
are permitted access, are not on public display or freely accessible without the
assistance of the person or an agent or employee of the person.

(2) A person may sell, supply or distribute an individual single-use plastic drinking straw
pursuant to an exemption under subregulation (1)—

(a) on the basis of a statement, or other indication, by the person to whom it is
being sold, supplied or distributed (as the case requires), or to the effect, that
the straw is required because they are a designated person, or acting on behalf
of a designated person; or
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3)

“)

(b) on the basis that it is otherwise apparent to the person that the straw is
required because the person to whom it is being sold, supplied or distributed
(as the case requires) is a designated person, or acting on behalf of a
designated person.

For the purposes of subregulation (2), no evidence or other verification of the basis on
which the straw is provided under that subregulation is required—

(a) to be sought by the person selling, supplying or distributing the straw; or

(b) to be produced by the person to whom the straw is being sold, supplied or
distributed.

For the avoidance of doubt, subregulation (1) does not prevent the sale, supply or
distribution of an additional individual single-use plastic drinking straw (or straws) to
a designated person (or person who purports to be a designated person) or to a person
acting (or who purports to be acting) on behalf of a designated person, if the straw is
required by the designated person in the circumstances.

6—Exemption for single-use plastic drinking straws—sale, supply and

(1

2

distribution by prescribed business

Pursuant to section 16(2) of the Act, a person is exempt from section 7(1) of the Act in
respect of single-use plastic drinking straws if the person is a prescribed business and
the business sells, supplies or distributes the straws (as the case requires) for the
purpose of—

(a) use by designated persons; or

(b) enabling the sale, supply or distribution by another person who, in the course
of carrying on a business, requires the straws for the purpose of sale, supply
or distribution to a designated person, or to a person acting on behalf of a
designated person (as the case requires).

For the purposes of subregulation (1)—

(a) the person to whom the single-use plastic drinking straws are being sold,
supplied or distributed is not required to produce evidence of, or otherwise
verify, the purpose for which the straws are being obtained; and

(b) the prescribed business is not required to seek evidence of, or otherwise
verify, the purpose for which the straws are being obtained by the person to
whom they are being sold, supplied or distributed; and

(c) toavoid doubt—

(i) the number of single-use plastic drinking straws need not be limited
to individual straws; and

(i1) the straws may be on public display and may be freely accessible
without assistance provided by the prescribed business or an
employee or agent of the business.
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7—Exemption for single-use plastic drinking straws—sale, supply and
distribution by wholesalers and distributors

(1) Pursuant to section 16(2) of the Act, a person is exempt from section 7(1) of the Act in
respect of single-use plastic drinking straws if the person sells, supplies or distributes
the straws in the course of carrying on a business as a wholesaler or distributor and—

(a) the person is satisfied, on reasonable grounds, that the sale, supply or
distribution of the straws (as the case requires) is—

(i) to aprescribed business; or

(i) to another person who, in the course of carrying on a business,
requires the straws for the purpose of sale, supply or distribution to a
designated person, or to a person acting on behalf of a designated
person (as the case requires); or

(b) the sale, supply or distribution of the straws (as the case requires) is—

(i) to a designated person or person who purports to be a designated
person; or

(i) to a person acting on behalf of a designated person or a person who
purports to be acting on behalf of a designated person,

and the sale, supply or distribution occurs in accordance with
subregulation (2).

(2) A person may sell, supply or distribute single-use plastic drinking straws pursuant to
an exemption under subregulation (1)(b)—

(a) on the basis of a statement, or other indication, by the person to whom they
are being sold, supplied or distributed (as the case requires), or to the effect,
that the straws are required because they are a designated person, or acting on
behalf of a designated person; or

(b) on the basis that it is otherwise apparent to the person that the straws are
required because the person to whom they are being sold, supplied or
distributed (as the case requires) is a designated person, or acting on behalf of
a designated person.

(3) For the purposes of subregulation (2), no evidence or other verification of the basis on
which the straws are provided under that subregulation is required—

(a) to be sought by the person selling, supplying or distributing the straws; or

(b) to be produced by the person to whom the straws are being sold, supplied or
distributed.

8—Exemption for single-use plastic spoons—medical, dental and care facilities

(1) Pursuant to section 16(1) of the Act, a person is exempt from section 7(1) of the Act in
respect of the supply or distribution of single-use plastic spoons if the person is, or is
acting on behalf of, a medical or dental facility or a care facility and the person
supplies or distributes the spoons (as the case requires) to another person for the
purposes of, or in the course of, the clinical care, management or treatment of a
person's injury, disease, illness or other medical condition.
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)

3)

Pursuant to section 16(1) of the Act, a person is exempt from section 7(1) of the Act in
respect of single-use plastic spoons if the person sells, supplies or distributes the
spoons (as the case requires) in the course of carrying on a business as a wholesaler or
distributor and the person is satisfied, on reasonable grounds, that the sale, supply or
distribution of the spoons is to a medical or dental facility or a care facility.

For the purposes of this regulation, the clinical care, management or treatment of a
person's injury, disease, illness or other medical condition includes the clinical
diagnosis, prognosis, assessment, prevention, management, treatment or palliation of
the injury, disease, illness or other medical condition.

9—Exemptions for plastic-stemmed cotton buds and single-use plastic bowls

(1

2

3)

“4)

Pursuant to section 16(1) of the Act, a person is exempt from section 7(1) of the Act in
respect of plastic-stemmed cotton buds or single-use plastic bowls if the person sells,
supplies or distributes the plastic-stemmed cotton buds or single-use plastic bowls (as
the case requires) and the person is satisfied on reasonable grounds—

(a) that the sale, supply or distribution of the plastic-stemmed cotton buds or
single-use plastic bowls is not to a member of the public; and

(b) that the sale, supply or distribution is to a person who uses the
plastic-stemmed cotton buds or single-use plastic bowls (as the case requires)
for medical, scientific, law enforcement or forensic purposes, or to enable the
sale, supply or distribution to a person who uses the plastic-stemmed cotton
buds or single-use plastic bowls for medical, scientific, law enforcement or
forensic purposes.

For the purposes of subregulation (1), a medical purpose includes—

(a) a purpose relating to the clinical care, management or treatment of patients at
a medical or dental facility or residents at a care facility; and

(b) apurpose relating to veterinary medicine or treatment,
but—

(c) in the case of plastic-stemmed cotton buds—does not include a cosmetic
purpose; and

(d) in the case of single-use plastic bowls—does not include bowls used to serve
food or beverages to people.

Pursuant to section 16(1) of the Act, a person is exempt from section 7(1) of the Act in
respect of plastic-stemmed cotton buds if the person sells, supplies or distributes the
plastic-stemmed cotton buds (as the case requires) as part of a first aid kit, a
COVID-19 testing kit or another kit used for medical, scientific, law enforcement or
forensic testing.

For the purposes of subregulation (3), medical testing includes testing relating to
veterinary medicine or treatment.
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Legislative history

Legislative history

Notes

Variations of this version that are uncommenced are not incorporated into the text.

Please note—References in the legislation to other legislation or instruments or to
titles of bodies or offices are not automatically updated as part of the program for the
revision and publication of legislation and therefore may be obsolete.

Earlier versions of these regulations (historical versions) are listed at the end of the
legislative history.

For further information relating to the Act and subordinate legislation made under the
Act see the Index of South Australian Statutes or www.legislation.sa.gov.au.

Principal regulations and variations

New entries appear in bold.

Year No  Reference Commencement

2021 19 Gazette 25.2.2021 p648 1.3.2021:r2

2021 43 Gazette 29.4.2021 p1255 29.4.2021:r2

2023 68 Gazette 13.7.2023 p2193 1.9.2023:r2

2024 27 Gazette 16.5.2024 p857 1.9.2024 except Pt 3—1.9.2025 and except Pt

Provisions varied

New entries appear in bold.

4—1.3.2026:12

Entries that relate to provisions that have been deleted appear in italics.

Provision How varied Commencement
r2 omitted under Legislation Revision and 29.4.2021
Publication Act 2002
r3
pizza saver inserted by 68/2023 r 3(1) 1.9.2023
plastic-stemmed inserted by 68/2023 r 3(1) 1.9.2023
cotton bud
single-use plastic inserted by 68/2023 r 3(2) 1.9.2023
bowl
single-use plastic inserted by 68/2023 r 3(2) 1.9.2023
plate
r3A inserted by 68/2023 r 4 1.9.2023
r8 inserted by 43/2021 r 4 29.4.2021
expired: r 8(4) (1.3.2022)
substituted by 68/2023 r 5 1.9.2023
r9 inserted by 68/2023 r 5 1.9.2023
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Historical versions

29.4.2021
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