
ANNO VICESIMO SECUNDO 

GEORGII V REGIS. 
A.D. 1931. 

*****************t-****************************************** 

No. 2036. 
An Act to consolidate and amend the Law relating to 

Dentists. 

[A ssellted to, December 2nd, I9J I.] 

BE it Enacted by the Governor of the State of South Australia, 
with the advice and consent of the Parliament thereof, as 

follows: 

PART 1. 

PRELIMINARY. 

1. This Act may be cited as the" Dentists Act, 1931 ". 

2. This Act is divided into Parts as follows :-

PART I.-Preliminary. 
PART Il.-The South Australian Dental Board and Officers. 
PART IlL-Registration of Dentists. 
PART Iv.-DentalOperatives. 
P ART v.-Dental Clinics. 
PART vr.-Offences, Evidence and Legal Procedure. 
PART vIl.-Miscellaneous. 

PART I. 

Short ti tie. 

Division of A!!t. 

3. The Acts mentioned in the First Schedule to this Act are Repeal. 
hereby repealed. 

4. In this Act unless the context otherwise req uires­

"A.dvertisement" includes any advertisement, handbill, circular, 
or other notice : 

A-2036 "Board" 

Interpretation, 
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PART I. 

PART II. 

Constitution of 
Dental Board. 

Members of the 
Board. 
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------------------------------------------------------
" Board" means the Dental Board of South Australia consti. 

tuted by Part II. of this Act: 

" Dentist" means a person registered as a dentist under this 
Act and shall, where the context permits, include a com. 
pany so registered: 

" Dentistry" means any operation on the human teeth or 
jaws, or the artificial restoration of lost teeth or jaws or 
portions of jaws, or the treatment of disease or lesions, or 
the correction of malpositions in human teeth or jaws, but 
the term does not include the mechanical construction by 
an artisan employed by a registered dentist of artificial 
dentures or other devices: 

" Licence" means a licence granted under Part IV. of this 
Act to an operative dental assistant and for the time being 
in force: 

" Licensed" means licensed under Part IV. of this Act, and 
" unlicensed" has a corresponding meaning: 

"Operative dental assistant" means a person (other than a 
registered dentist) practising dentistry as an assistant to 
a dentist: 

" Paper" includes any letter-paper, billhead, receipt-form or 
invoice and any document or paper used in connection 
with any business, practice, or profession: 

" Register" means the Dentists' Register kept in pursuance of 
this Act: 

" Registrar" means the person for the time being holding the 
office of Registrar under this Act, or any person for the­
time being acting in the place of the Registrar : 

" Registered" means registered under Part III. of this Act, 
and "unregistered" has a corresponding meaning. 

PART II. 
DENTAL BOARD AND OFFICERS. 

5. (1) For the purposes of this Act there shall be a Board known 
as the Dental Board of South Australia. 

(2) The Board shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession 
and a common seal and power to acquire and hold land. 

(3) Judicial notice shall be taken of the seal of the Board. 

6. (1) Until other members are appointed under this Act the 
Board shall consist of the persons who immediately prior to the 
commencement of this Act constituted the Dental Board of South 
Australia under the Acts repealed by this Act. 

(2) Thereafter 
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(2) Thereafter the Board shall consist of ---

(a) the Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry in the University of 
Adelaide, who shall be President of the Board; 

(b) one legally qualified medical practitioner nominated by the 
British Medical Association: 

(c) three registered dentists elected by the registered dentists 
in such manner as the Board directs. 

(3) If the Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry refuses or is unwilling 
to act the Council of the University of Adelaide may recommend 
and the Governor may appoint some other person in his stead, and 
that other person shall be President of the Board. 

(4) If the association or persons entitled to nominate or elect any 
member of the Board fail to notify the Governor of the person 
nominated or elected within seven days before the expiration of the 
time within which the Governor is required to appoint that member, 
the Governor may fill the vacancy by appointing thereto any suit­
able person. 

'7. (1) ·Within two months after the commencement of this Act, 
and in the month of January, nineteen hundred and thirty-three, 
and in the month of January in every alternate year thereafter, the 
Governor shall appoint to the Board members qualified and 
nominated or elected as provided in the last preceding section. 

(2) Subject to this Act every member of the Board shall hold 
office until his successor is appointed, but a retiring member, if 
qualified, shall be eligible for re-appointment. 

PART n. 

Time for mnking 
appointments to the 
Board, and term of 
oftbe. 

8. If a casual vacancy occurs in the office of member of the Board Ca3U!l.1 vacancies. 

the Governor may fill that vacancy by appointing thereto without 
previous election or nomination a legally qualified medical prac-
titioner or registered dentist according to the vacancy to be filled, 
and the person so appointed shall hold oflice for the balance of the 
term of his predecessor in office. 

9. No act, decision, or proceeding of the Board shall be invalid Power ,?f Board to 
b f h f h h · h h d' . actdurmgvacanoy· y reason 0 t e act t at at t e tIme w en suc act, eClslOn, or • 
proceeding was done, made, or taken there was a vacancy in the 
office of any member or that any defect existed in the qualification, 
appointment, election, or nomination of any member. 

10. All property, rights, and liabilities of whatever kind vested 
immediately prior to the commencement of this Act in the 
Dental Board of South Australia constituted under the Acts repealed 
by this Act are hereby transferred to and vested in the Board and 
shall be held and applied by the Board for the purposes of this Act. 

11. (1) The 

Tran~fer of existing 
rights and liabilities, 
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PART II. 

Officers of Board. 

Fees payable bv 
dentists. 
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11. (I) The Board may from time to time appoint a Registrar 
and any officers it thinks fit, and may at any time remove any per­
son so appointed. 

(2) The Registrar holding office at the commencement of this 
Act shall continue in office until the Board makes a new appoint­
ment to that office. 

12. (I) Every dentist shall pay to the Board an annual fee of 
Two Guineas. The fee shall be due and payable on the thirty­
first day of January in each year. 

(2) If the fee due by any dentist is not paid within fourteen days 
after the said date the registration of that dentist shall be deemed 
to be suspended until payment unless the Board for reasons that 
appear sufficient to it by resolution decides to the contrary. 

(3) The Board may at any time restore to the register the name 
of a dentist whose registration has been suspended for non-payment 
of fees on receiving all the arrears of fees. 

Expenditure of fees. 13. The Board may expend not more than one-half of all fees 
received by it, in the furtherance of public education in dental 
matters. 

Balance·sheet. 

Appeals against 
decisions of 
Board. 

PART lIt. ------

The Dentists' 
Register. 

14. The Board shall within two months after the close of each 
financial year prepare a balance-sheet and publish it in the Gazette 
and in any other manner it thinks fit. 

15. Decisions, orders, and directions of the Board shall be subject 
to appeal, as provided in Part VI. of this Act. 

PART III. 

REGISTRATION OF DENTISTS. 

16. (I) The Registrar shall continue to keep the register of 
dentists which is in existence at the commencement of this Act, 
and the said register shall be deemed the dentists' register for the 
purposes of this Act. 

(2) The Registrar shall keep the said register at all times in such 
manner that it shows in one alphabetical list according to surnames 
the names of all dentists who are registered under this Act, the 
particulars of the registered persons, the description and date of 
the qualification in respect of which they are registered, and, subject 
to the provisions of this Act, the register shaH contain such other 
particulars and be in such form as the Board thjnks fit. 

(3) A 
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(3) A true copy of the register certified by the Registrar to be a 
true copy, shall in the month of January in every year be sent to 
the Minister, and shall by him be published forthwith in the Gazette. 

(4) Any person may inspect the register on payment of a fee of 
Two Shillings. 

PART III. 

17. Every dentist or company whose name appears on the register Sa,:ing o! existing 
of dentists at the commencement of this Act shall be deemed to be reglstratlOns. 

registered under this Act without further application for registra-
tion: Provided that the registration of a company shall continue 
only so long as the company employs any registered dentist. 

18. (1) Any person shall be qualified to be registered as a dentist Qu~lificB:tions for 

1 h f h f II ' l·fi· reO"lstrahon. 
W 10 as any 0 teo owmg qua 1 catlOns- " 

(a) any person whose name appears on the register at the time 
of the commencement of this Act; 

(b) any person who is a graduate or licentiate in dentistry of any 
University in Australia or of a dental college affiliated 
with a University in Australia; 

(c) any person who holds any of the qualifications set out in 
the Second Schedule or any other degree or diploma 
in dental surgery or dentistry granted by any body or 
university which chooses members of the General 
Council of Medical Education and Registration of the 
United Kingdom; 

(d) any person who holds an ad eundu,rn gradurn degree in 
dentistry from the University of Adelaide; 

(e) any qualified person as hereinafter in this section defined 
who before the thirty-first day of December, nineteen 
hundred and forty-one, or any extension of that time 
granted by the Board, completes the dental course 
and examinations provided for under paragraph (e) of 
section 12 of the Dentists Act, 1904, and the regulations 
made in respect thereof; or 

(f) any person who completes the examination hereinafter 
in this Act prescribed for operative dental assistants. 

(2) The term "qualified person" as used in paragraph (e) of 
subsection (1) of this section means any person who is at the com­
mencement of this Act, or becomes after the said commencement, 
an articled pupil or apprentice to a registered dentist, and who 
has passed the entrance examination prescribed, and whose indentures 
are registered with the Board. 

(3) The dental course and examinations referred to in paragraph 
(e) of subsection (1) of this section shall cease by the thirty-first day 
of December, nineteen hundred and forty-ono, and no person who 

has 

5 
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PAlll' III. 

Applications for 
registration. 

Registration of 
applicant. 

Additional 
qualifications. 

Alterations in the 
register. 

De.registration. 
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has not completed the course and passed the examinations by that 
date shall be qualified under the said paragraph (e): Provided, 
however, that the Board may in special circumstances extend 
the time for completing the said course and passing the said 
examinations for any period not exceeding three years. 

19. (1) Applications for registration shall be made in the pre­
scribed form and shall be accompanied by the first annual fee payable 
by the applicant. 

(2) If the application is refused by the Board the Board shall 
refund the fee to the applicant. 

20. (1) When a person entitled to be registered under this Act 
complies with all the requirements of this Act and the regulations 
and duly makes application the Board shall register him as a dentist. 

(2) The registration shall consist in the entry by or on behalf of 
the Registrar in the register of the name of the applicant and the 
other particulars required by this Act. 

(3) A person resident in South Australia shall not be disqualified 
for registration by reason only of the fact that he is not a British 
subject. 

21. The Registrar shall enter on the register any new or additional 
qualifications which have been acquired by any registered dentist 
and of which the Board approves. The regulations may prescribe 
what qualifications may be approved for the purpose of this section. 

22. (1) The Registrar shall fro~ time to time-

(a) insert in the register any alterations which come to his 
knowledge in the name, address, or, subject to section 
21, particulars of any person registered therein; and 

(b) erase from the register the name of every deceased person. 

In the execution of the~e duties the Registrar shall act in each case 
on any evidence which appears to him to be sufficient or on the direc­
tion of the Board. 

(2) The Board shall cause to be erased from the register any entry 
which has been incorrectly, inadvertently, or fraudulently made. 

23. (1) The Board may de-register any person-

(a) whose registration has been obtained by fraud or mIS­
representation; 

(b) who has ceased to possess or does not possess the quali­
fications in respect of which he was registered; 

(c) who has been certified to be a mental defective; or 

(d) pursuant to section 45 of this Act. 
(2) Any 
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(2) Any person who is de-registered shall within fourteen days 
after the service by post of a notice demanding the return of his 
certificate of registration surrender his certificate to the Board 
for cancellation. 

Any person who fails to comply with this section shall be guilty 
of an offence. Penalty: Five Pounds for every day after the 
said period of fourteen days during which the certificate is not 
surrendered. 

PARTITI. 

24. The Board may at any time on being satisfied that the appli- Re-registration. 

cant still has the necessary qualifications re-register any dentist who 
has been struck off the register. 

25. On application made to him at any time for that purpose Cer.tifica~e of 
the Registrar shall issue to any applicant entitled thereto a certifi- registration. 

cate to the effect that he is registered under this Act. 

26. Whenever a dentist is suspended the Registrar shall enter Memora~dum of 
in the register a memorandum of that fact and of the date and suspensIOn. 

cause thereof. 

PART IV. PART IV. 

OPERATIVE DENTAL ASSISTANTS. 

27. The Registrar shall keep a book in which shall be entered Regist?r of 
the names of all oIJerative dental assistants who are licensed under op~ratIve dental assistants. 
this Act. 

7 

28. After the expiration of three months from the commencement Duty of operative 

f h· A . d I' h II b I' d dental assistants to OtIS ct every operatIve . enta aSSIstant s a e lcense . be licensed. 

29. Any operative dental assistant who-

(a) has been bonafide employed as an operative dental assistant 
to a dentist or dentists residing, practising, and registered 
in the State prior to the commencement of this Act; and 

(b) applies for a licence not later than three months after the 
commencement of this Act; and 

(c) forwards with his application as proof of the facts mentioned 
in paragraph (a) a statutory declaration either of 
himself or of his employer or employers, or any other 
evidence which the Board reasonably requires; and 

(d) if required, proves his competence as an operative dental 
assistant by practical tests before the Board; and 

(e) whose 

Qualifications for 
licence. 
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PART IV. 

Fee for licence. 

Registration as 
dentists of opera­
tive dental 
assistants having 
less than seven 
years' service. 
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(e) whose licence is approved by the special committee here. 
inafter in this Part provided for, 

shall be entitled to be licensed as an operative dental assistant: 
Provided that if the applicant for a licence also applies for registra­
tion under section 32, paragraphs (c) and (d) of this section shall 
not apply to that applicant. 

30. (1) During the month of January next after the commencement 
of this Act, and thereafter in the month of January in each year, 
every licensed operative dental assistant shall pay to the Board 
an annual licence fee of One Guinea. 

(2) If any operative dental assistant fails to pay the fee in accor­
dance with this section within fourteen days from the thirty-first 
day of January in any year, he shall, unless the Board for adequate 
reasons decides to the contrary, cease to be a licensed operative 
dental assistant as from the time when the default commences: 
Provided that the Board may re-license any such operative dental 
assistant upon payment of all the arrears of fees, if the Board 
considers that sufficient reason exists. 

31. (1) Any person who has, prior to the commencement of this 
Act, been bona fide employed as an operative dental assistant, and 
who holds a licence under this Part, shall be entitled to be registered 
as a dentist if-

(a) he notifies the Dental Board within three years after 
the commencement of this Act of his intention to 
attend lectures and pass the examinations to be held at 
the University of Adelaide under regulations 21 to 28 
of the regulations made on the eighteenth day of October, 
one thousand nine hundred and five, by the Governor 
under The Dentists Act, 1902, and The Dentists Act 
Amendment Act, 1904: 

(b) he notifies the Board each year that he is continuing to 
attend the said lectures, and is taking the prescribed 
examinations; and 

(c) by the thirty-first day of December, nineteen hundred and 
forty-one, he completes the said examinations entitling 
him to be registered. 

(2) If any operative dental assistant fails to pass the examinations 
as set out in subsection (1) of this section by the thirty-first day of 
December, nineteen hundred and forty-one, and the Board is satis­
fied that there is a reasonable possibility that he will complete the 
said examinations if an extension of time is granted, the Board 
may grant an extension of time up t.o three years to complete the 
said examinations. 

(3) No 
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(3) No further applications will be received by the Board from 
operative dental assistants desirous of sitting for the said examinations 
after three years from the commencement of this Act. 

PART IV. 

32. (1) Any person who has- Registration as 
dentists of opera-

(a) prior to the commencement of this Act, been bona fide tive dental 

e!lga:ged or employ~, as the princip~l means of his :~~~~~!~ \::~h 
lIvelIhood, for a perIOd of at least SIX years, or for years' service. 

periods amounting to at least six years in the aggregate, 
as an operative dental assistant, to a dentist or dentists 
residing, practising, and registered in the State; 
and 

(b) has passed a special practical examination in operative and 
prosthetic dentistry before examiners appointed by the 
Board 

shall, subject to this Act, be entitled to registration as a dentist. 

(2) The following provisions shall apply in the case of any person 
applying for registration under this section:-

(a) No person shall be so registered unless he has been resident 
in the State for a period of at least six of the 
eight years immediately prior to the commencement of 
this Act: 

(b) The applicant must have attained the age of twenty-one 
years before his registration: 

(c) The applicant must within three months after the com­
meneement of this Act send to the Registrar an applica­
tion and declaration in the form in the Third Schedule to 
this Act, with any modifications which the circumstances 
re:]uire, signed and declared by him: 

(d) The said practical examination shall comply with Regula­
tion No.8, Part I., and with Regulation No. 11 of the 
Regulations made by the Governor on the eighteenth 
day of October, nineteen hundred and five, under the 
Dentists Act, 1902, and The Dentists Act Amendment 
Act, 1904. Regulation No. 15 contained in the regula­
tions made by the Governor on the twenty-sixth day of 
March, nineteen hundred and eight, under The Dentists 
Act, 1902, and The Dentists Act Amendment Act, 
1904, shall not apply to such examination: 

(e) The applicant shall present himself for examination within 
six months from the commencement of this Act. If 
he fails to pass such examination he may again present 
himself for examination within twelve months from the 
commencement of this Act. If he fails to pass the 
second examination, he may again present himself for 
examination within two years from the commencement 
of this Act, and if he fails to pass the third examination 
he shall not be entitled to be registered under this 
section: 

B-2036 (1) The 

9 
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PART IV. 

(1) 
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The applicant shall present himself for examination at 
such time and place as are appointed by the examiners 
and notified to him not less than fourteen days before 
the time of the examination. 

Sp~dal committee. 33. (1) The Board shall appoint a special committee within one 
month of the commencement of this Act and shall from time to 
time fill any vacancies which occur. 

PART V. 

Interpretation. 

(2) The special committee shall consist of the following men­
bers ;-

I. One person to be nominated by the Board, who is a member 
of the Board and shall be chairman of the committee: 

II. One person to be nominated by the Board, who is not a 
member of the Board, a medical practitioner, registered 
dentist, or an operative dental assistant; 

III. One person to be nominated by the Operative Dental 
Assistants' .Association, such nomination to be lodged 
with the Board within one month of the commencement 
of this Act or within one month after receiving notice 
from the Board as to the existence of a vacancT, as the 
case may be. If the Board does not receive the said 
nomination within the time herein specified, the Board 
may make the necessary nomination. 

(3) The functions of the committee shall be-
(a) to receive from the Registrar and approve or reject applica­

tions from operative dental assistants for licence; 

(b) to receive from the Registrar and approve or reject applica­
tions from operative dental assistants under sections 
31 and 32, and to recommend to the Board the registra­
tion of those operative dental assistants who have 
qualified themselves for, registration: 

(c) to hear complaints of operative dental assistants in regard 
to any matter arising under this Act and to make recom­
mendations _to the Board in respect thereof. 

PART V. 

DENTAL CLINICS. 

34. In this Part the term" dental clinic" means any premises 
on which dentists are employed. by any unregistered person or any 
unregistered company for the purpose of afforaing dental treatment 
to members of the public or of any particular class of persons. 

35. N otwith~tanding 

• 
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35. Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Act an unregis- Unregistered 
• • . persons may employ 

tered person or unregIstered company may practIse dentIstry dentists in licensed 
through registered dentists in a licensed dental clinic. clinics. 

36. (I) A dental clinic may be licensed if the Board is satisfied Licensing of clinics. 

that it complies with all regulations in force as to dental clinics. 

(2) Every dental clinic in existence at the commencement of this 
Act shall be deemed to be licensed for the period of three months 
next after the commencement of this Act. 

37. (I) An application for a licence for a dental clinic shall be Applications for 

made to the Board and shall comply with any regulations in force licence. 

relating thereto and shall be accompanied by the first annual licence 
fee of Three Guineas. 

(2) The said fee shall be in addition to the fees payable for the 
registration of any dentist employed in the clinic. 

38. On the first day of January in each year there shall be payable A~~ual fees for 
. f l' d d 1 1" f f Thr G' chmcs III respect 0 every lCense enta c miC a ee 0 ee umeas ; . 
and if the fee is not paid on that date the clinic shall, unless the 
Board for any reason which it deems adequate decides to the contrary, 
be deemed to be unlicensed. 

39. No person or company shall employ in any dental clinic for the Prohibition of 

Purpose of practising dentistry or assisting in the practice of empl°.Ytmendt of 
. •• . unregls ere persons 

dentistry, any person other than a regIstered dentIst. in clinics. 

Penalty-Twenty Pounds. 

PART VI. PART VI. 

OFFENCES, EVIDENCE, AND LEGAL PROCEDURE. 

40. (I) No person shall practise dentistry for fee or reward Prohibition of 
unless- practising dentistry 

(a) he is a legally-qualified medical practitioner; or 

(b) he is registered as a dentist under this Act; or 

(c) he is employed in accordance with this Act by a registered 
dentist as an operative dental assistant and is licensed 
and practises dentistry under the immediate supervision 
of a registered dentist; or 

(d) he is employed in accordance with this Act by a registered 
dentist as an articled pupil or apprentice and practises 
dentistry under the immediate supervision of a registered 
dentist. 

Penalty--Not less than Five Pounds, nor more than Fifty Pounds 
For a second or subsequent offence, not less than Ten Pounds (which 
shall not be subject to reduction), nor more than One Hundred 
Pounds. (2) The 

without registra­
tion or licence. 
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PAR,. VI. 

Prohibition of 
unregistered persons 
holding dental 
appointments. 

Disability of 
unregistered persons 
as to suing for fees. 

Prohibition of use 
of certain terms 
except by dentists 
Bond registered 
companies. 
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(2) The performance of a single act or operation of dentistry 
shall for the purpose of this section be deemed to be practising 
dentistry. 

(3) Any person shown to have practised dentistry shall be deemed 
to have done so for fee or reward until the contrary is shown. 

(4) Where an act or operation in dentistry is performed by an 
employee or agent of any person, both the employee or agent and 
the principal shall be deemed to have practised dentistry, and the 
principal shall be deemed to have full knowledge of the act or 
operation performed by his employee or agent. 

(5) If a person performs an act or operation in dentistry in premises 
occupied or used by another person, whether habitually or not, for 
the purpose of performing acts or operations in dentistry, or receiving 
dental patients, the person in fact performing such act or operation 
shall be deemed to be an agent or employee of such other person 
until the contrary is proved. 

41. No person shall hold any appointment (whether honorary 
or for remuneration) as a dentist, dental practitioner, or dental 
surgeon in any public or private institution except while he is 
registered as a dentist under this Act, or is a legally-qualified medical 
practitioner. 

Penalty-Ten Pounds. 

42. (1) No person or company shall be entitled to sue or counter­
claim for, or set off or recover any charge or remuneration for any 
operation in dentistry or any dental attendance or advice, unless 
at the time of such operation, attendance, or advice he or it was 
registered as a dentist under this Act, or he was a legally-qualified 
medical practitioner. 

(2) Any contract for remuneration or reward of any kind in 
respect of any appointment held contrary to the last preceding 
section shall be void. 

43. No person, other than a registered dentist, and no company, 
other than a registered company, shalI-

(a) have attached to or exhibited at the place of business or 
residence of such person, or of any firm in which he is 
a partner, or the place of business of such company; or 

(b) take or use in any advertisement or paper; or 

(c) otherwise howsoever take or use in connection with the 
business of such person, or of any firm in which he is a 
partner, or of such company, 

the name or title of "dentist", "dental surgeon", "surgeon 
dentist ", "mechanical dentist", or "dental practitioner", either 
in the singular or plural, or the word "dental" or " dentistry" 
or any other word Qr any sign, device, article, or thing whatsoever 

implying 

---
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implying or tending to imply or convey the belief that such person, 
firm, or company is qualified or authorised to practise or is 
practising dentistry, or that dentistry or dental operations is, or 
are, practised, carried on, or performed by such person, firm, 
or company. 

Penalty-Not less than Five Pounds nor more than Fifty Pounds. 

PART VI. 

44. (1) No person, whether registered as a dentist or not, Prohibition of 

11 . I' d' 'I' h' ,wrongful use of sha use In re atlOn to entlstry or In re atlOn to IS practIce titles, 

thereof any title, description, word, or letters to which he is not 
properly entitled, and which does not appear opposite his name in 
the Registor. 

Penalty-Not less than Five Pounds nor more than Fifty Pounds, 

(2) A certificate signed by the Registrar stating that such qualifi­
cation does not appear in the Register shall be prima facie proof 
of that fact. 

45. If any registered dentist, or licensed operative dental assis- !'ower of Boa~d to 
, 'I f f' 1 d t f ' f d' Impose penaltIes, tant IS gUl ty 0 unpro esslOna con uc , or 0 In amous con uct In 

a professional respect, or is convicted in the State of a felony or 
misdemeanour, or is convicted outside the State of any offence (not 
being a political offence) which if committed in the State would be a 
felony or misdemeanour, or is guilty of habitual drunkenness, or 
habitual addiction to any drug, the Board may impose all or any 
of the following penalties on the offending person-

(a) it may order him to pay the Board's costs and expenses 
of inquiring into the matter alleged against him, and of 
hearing any charge in relation thereto, including witness 
fees; and may also suspend him from practising until 
such costs and expenses be paid: 

b) it may require him to give such undertaking as the Board 
thinks fit to abstain from the conduct complained of in 
future: 

(c) it may censure him: 

(d) it may suspend his registration or licence, either con­
ditionally or absolutely, for a period not greater than 
five years: 

(e) it may, in serious cases, de-register or de-license him. 

Pending the hearing of a charge against any person the Board 
may suspend the registration or licence of that person. 

46. The Board may refuse to register or license any applicant Power of ~oar~ to 

f . t' I' h h b 'It f h refuse regIStratIOn or reglstra Ion or lcence w 0 as een gUl y 0 t e conduct set in certain cases. 

out in the last preceding section within two years immediately prior 
to the date of his application. 

47. (1) The 
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47. (1) The Board may, if it thinks reasonable cause exists 
therefor, instruct the Registrar to lay charges against any registered 
dentist or licensed operative dental assistant. 

(2) Neither the Board nor any of its members shall be debarred 
from hearing and determining charges by reason of the fact that 
the Board or such members have authorised or taken part in an 
investigation or inquiry as to such charges. 

48. No registered dentist shall-
(a) in any advertisement, poster, or other public notice, hold 

out an unregistered person as being, or use words imply. 
ing that an unregistered person is, a partner or assistant 
of such registered person; or 

(b) permit any unregistered person to perform any dental opera­
tion which has been entrusted to, or is in charge of, 
such registered dentist, unless under his immediate 
supervision, or, in the case of a company, under the 
immediate supervision of a registered dentist operating 
for such company. 

Penalty-Not less than Five Pounds and not excep,ding Twenty 
Pounds. 

49. Any person who wilfully procures or attempts to procure 
himself or any other person to be registered or licensed under this 
Act by making or producing or causing to be made or produced 
any false or fraudulent representation or declaration, either verbally 
or in writing, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and Hable to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding one year. . 

50. No person appointed to examine operative dental assistants, 
whether for licence or registration, shall act as coach or teacher to 
any operative dental assistant. 

Penalty-Ten Pounds. 

51. Any person who utters or attempts to utter or put off as 
true before the Board" or any sub-committee thereof any false, forged, 
or counterfeit certificate, diploma, licence, letter, testimonial, or 
()ther document or writing, shall be guilty of a misdemea~our, and 
liable to imprisonment for any period not exceeding two years. 

52. (1) No dentist shall, after the commencement of this Act­

(a) employ or have more than two operative dental assistants 
at the same time: 

(b) employ or have more than two apprentices or articled pupils 
at the same time. 

Penalty-Ten Pounds. 

(2) No apprentice or articled pupil lawfully employed by a dentist 
shall be deemed an operative dental assistant within the meaning 
of this section. ..... 

53. In 

-
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53. In any proceedings for an offence against this Act or any Onus of proof. 

Act incorporated herewith, the onus of proving that at the material 
time the defendant-

(a) was registered as a dentist under this Act; or 
(b) was a legally-qualified medical practitioner; or 
(c) was employed in accordance with this Act by a registered 

dentist as an operative dental assistant, and was licensed 
and practised dentistry under the immediate supervision 
of a registered dentist; or 

(d) was employed in accordance with this Act by a registered 
dentist as an articled pupil or apprentice and practised 
dentistry under the immediate supervision of a registered 
dentist; or 

(e) was a registered company and had complied with and con­
tinued ~o ~omply with the provisions of this Act as to 
companIes, 

shall be on the defendant. 
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54. A document purporting to be a certificate under the Proof of registra-

h d f h R · d' f h f 11 . tion licensing and an 0 t e eglstrar an sta trng anyone or more 0 teo owmg suspension. • 

matters :-
(a) that any person or company was or was not on any date or 

during any period mentioned in the certificate registered 
or licensed under this Act; or 

(b) that on any date or during any period mentioned in the 
certificate the registration of any person or company 
was suspended, 

shall, in all Courts and before all persons or bodies authorised by 
law to receive evidence, be prima facie evidence of the facts stated. 

55. (I) Prima facie evidence of any entry in the Register may be Pr~)f of contents of 
, . 11 C urt d b f II h b d' Te"lster and of gIven III a 0 s an e ore a suc persons or 0 les as tr~th thereof, 

aforesaid-
(a) by production of a document purporting to be a true copy 

of such entry and purporting to be certified as such by 
the Registrar; or ' 

(b) by production of the GazeUe containing the latest published 
copy of the Register. 

(2) An entry in the Register shall be prima facie evidence in all 
Courts and before all such persons or bodies as aforesaid of the 
truth of all matters contained in it. 

56. (I) For the purpose of determining any application for POWJr of ~oard to 
't t' f I' f d t ., h k' Bum'non witnesses regIS ra IOn or C5r a lcence, or 0 e erIDlnIng any c arge, or ma rng and take evidence. 

any inquiry in the course of carrying out its duties unCier this Act, 
the Board may- , 

(a) by summons signed by any member of the Board, or by 
the Registrar acting under the direction of the Board, 
require the attendance of any person whom the Board 
thinks fit to call before it : (b) by 
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(b) by notice in writing signed as aforesaid compel the produc­
tion of any books, papers, or documents : 

(c) inspect any books, papers, or documents produced before 
it, and retain them for such reasonable periods as it 
thinks fit, and make any copies of or take any extracts 
from any of the contents thereof which are relevant to 
the matter being inquired into: 

(d) examine witnesses on oath, affirmation, or declaration, 
which may be administered by any member of the 
Board. 

(2) If any person-
(a) who has been personally served with a summons to attend 

before the Board, and whose reasonable expenses of 
attendance have been paid or tendered to him, neglects 
to attend in obedience to the summons; or 

(b) wilfully insults the Board or any member thereof; or 
(c) misbehaves himself before the Board; or 
(d) interrupts the proceedings of the Board; or 
(e) being called or examined as a witness before the Board, 

refuses to be sworn or to affirm or declare, or refuses or 
neglects to produce any books, papers, or documents 
mentioned in the notice under this section personally 
served upon him; or 

(1) refuses to answer any lawful question, 

he shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a penalty not exceeding 
Fifty Pounds. 

(3) Any person who upon oath, affirmation, or declaration taken 
or made under this Act, wilfully and corruptly gives any false 
evidence before the Board, shall be guilty of perjury, and liable to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding four years. 

(4) In this section the term" Board" includes any sub-committee 
of the Board. 

57. (1) There shall be an appeal against any decision, order, or 
direction of the Board or of the special committee constituted by 
section 33 of this Act given, or made, in the exercise, or purported 
exercise of any of its powers or functions under this Act. 

(2) The appeal shall be to a Judge of the Supreme Court in 
Chambers, and shall be instituted within one month from the giving 
or making of the decision, order, or direction appealed against. 

(3) The Judge may, on the hearing of the appeal, do anyone or 
more of the following things, according to the nature of the case-

(a) affirm, quash, or vary the decision, order, or direction ap­
pealed against, or substitute, or make or give any 
decision, order, or direction which ought to have been 
made or given in the first instance: 

(b) remit 
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(b) remit the subject matter of the appeal to the Board or 
special committee for further consideration or further 
hearing: 

(c) mitigate any penalty imposed by the Board or special 
committee: 

(d) make any further or other order, as to costs or otherwise, 
which the case requires. 

(4) The Judges of the Supreme Court, in accordance with the pro­
visions of the Supreme Court Act, 1878, as to the making of rules 
of Court, may make rules of Court regulating the practice and 
procedure on such appeals. 

(5) The Board or special committee shall, if required by any 
person affected by any decision given by it, state in writing the 
reason for its decision. If the decision of the Board or special 
committee is not given in writing in the first instance, the time 
within which an appeal may be instituted shall, if the appellant 
at the time of the decision requested that reasons for the decision 
should be given in writing, run from the time when the Board or 
special committee first gives reasons for its decision in writing. 
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PART VI. 

58. Proceedings for offences against this Act for which a pecuniary Summary pro •. 

I .. d h 11 b h d d d . d '1 cedure for cert&m pena ty IS ImpOSe s a e ear an etermme summan y. offences. 

59. In any proceedings before the Board any party to the pro- Appear~nce at 
ceedings may appear by counsel, solicitor, or agent. proceedings. 

PART VII. PAR'!' VII. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

60. The Governor may, on the recommendation of the Board, Regula.tions. 

make regulations for all or any of the follnYing purposes:-
(a) regulating the meetings and proceedings of the Board and 

the conduct of the business thereof, and the election of 
a member to act as Deputy Chairman during absence of 
the Chairman from any cause: 

(b) prescribing the duties of the Registrar and other officers of 
the Board: 

(c) regulating the manner of keeping and the form of the 
Register: 

(d) prescribing the forms to be used for the purpose of this 
Act: 

(e) regulating the registration in the office of the Registrar of 
all contracts and articles of apprenticeship or pupilage 
under which apprentices or pupils in dentistry are 
serving : 

(/) regulating the expenditure of the Board: 

C-2036. (g) prescri bmg 
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(g) prescribing any matters necessary or convenient to be 
prescribed for giving effect to this Act: 

(h) imposing penalties recoverable summarily and not exceed­
ing Twenty Pounds for breach of any regulation. 

6!. The regulations made under The Dentists Act, 1902, and 
The Dentists Act Amendment Act, 1904, on the eighteenth day of 
October, nineteen hundred and five, and the regulations amending 
those regulations made on the twenty-sixth day of March, nineteen 
hundred and eight, shall be deemed to have been made under this 
Act and shall remain in force to the extent and for the period 
necessary to give effect to this Act. 

62. During the suspension of the registration of a company or 
the registration or licence of any person under any provision of 
this Act, that person or company shall be deemed to be unregis­
tered or unlicensed as the case may be. 

In the name and on behalf of His Majesty, I hereby assent to 
this Bill. 

A. HORE-RUTHVEN, Governor. 

SCHEDULES. 
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SCHEDULES. 

THE FIRST SCHEDULE. 

:No. and Year of Act. 

813 of 1902 ....... , ....... . 
871 of 1904 ............... . 
1302 of 1917 .............. . 
1343 of 1918 .............. . 
1489 of 1921. ............. . 

ACTS REPEALED. 

Title of Act. 

The Dentists Act, 1902. 
The Dentists Act Amendment Act, 1904. 
Dentists Act Further Amendment Act, 1917. 
Dentists Act Further Amendment Act, 1918. 
Dentists Act Further Amendment Act, 1921. 

. __ ._----- ------ ._--._-_._.- . __ ._ ... -._- ---.--.- --.... -----.---

-------.. ----

:Name of Body or 
University Granting 

Qualification. 

THE SECOND SCHEDULE. 

Qualifications. Abbreviations. 

---------_. :----------

The Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh 

The Royal College of 
Surgeons of England 

The Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland 

The Royal Faculty of 
Physicians and 
Surgeons of Glasgow 

The Universities of--
Belfast ........... . 

Birmingham 

Bristol 

Dublin 

Durham 

Ireland (National 
Univ.) 

Leeds ............ . 

Licentiate in Dental Surgery, L.D.S., H .. D.D., 
Higher Dental Diplomate. RC.S., Edin. 
Licentiate in Dental Surgery. i L.D.S., RC.S., Eng. 

Licentiate in Dental Surgery. 

Licentiate in Dental Surgery, 
Higher Dental Diplomate. 

Licentiate in Dental Surgery, 
Bachelor of Dental Surgery, 
Master of Dental Surgery. 
Licentiate in Dental Surgery, 
Bachelor of Dental Surgery, 
Master of Dental Surgery. 
Licentiate in Dental Surgery, 
Bachelor of Dental Surgery, 
Master of Dental Surgery. 
Licentiate in Dental Science, 

! 
L.D.S., RC.S., IreI. 

L.D.S., H.D.D., 
RF.P.S., Glasg. 

L.D.S., RD.S., 
1\LD.S., Q.U., Belf. 

L.D.S., RD.S., 
M.D.S., U. Birm. 

L.D.S., B.D.S., 
M.D.S., U. Brist. 

L. Dent. Sc., 
R Dent. Sc., I Bachelor in Dental Science, 

I Master in Dental Science 

I Licentiate in Dental Surgery, 
1\1. Dent. Sc., D. Dubl. 
L.D.S., RD.S., 

I 
Bachelor of Dental Surgery, 
Master of Dental Surgery. 

I Bachelor of Dental Surgery, 
: Master of Dental Surgery. 
: Licentiate in Dental Surgery, 
l Bachelor of Dental Surgery, 
: Master of Dental Surgery. 

M.D.S., U. Durh. 

B.D.S.,1\LD.S., 
N.U. Irel. 

I..D.S., RCh.D., 
M.Ch.D., U. Leede. 

TIlE 
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Name of Body or 
University Granting 

Qualification. 

Liverpool ........ .. 

London ........... . 

Manchester ....... . 

St. Andrews ....... . 
Sheffield .......... . 

Dentists Act.-1931. 

THE SECOND SCHEDULE-continued. 

Qualifications. Abbreviations. 
1 _________ 1 _______ _ 

I 

Licentiate in Dental Surgery, II L.D.S., B.D.S., 
Bachelor of Dental Surgery,. M.D.S., U. L'pool. 
Master of Dental Surgery. : 
Bachelor of Dental Surgery, I B.D.S., M.S. 
Master of Surgery (Dental i (Dent.), U. Lond. 

Surgery). i 
Licentiate in Dental Surgery, I L.D.S., B.D.S., 
Bachelor of Dental Surgery, M.D.S., V.U. Manc. 
Master of Dental Surgery. i 
Licentiate in Dental Surgery. L.D.S., U. St. And. 
Licentiate in Dental Surgery, L.D.S., B.D.S., 
Bachelor of Dental Surgery, M.D.S., U. Sheff. 
Master of Dental Surgery i 

New Zealand, University Bachelor in Dental Surgery I B.D.S., U. N. Zealand. 
~ 1 

Witwatersrand, Bachelor of Dental Surgery I B.D.S., D.D.S. 

__ ~niver:i~ ~ _________ I_~_octO:_:f_~e~~al. ~urger_y __ ! __ U_. Witwa_~::~:~~ 

THE THIRD SCHEDULE. 

THE DENTISTS ACT, 1931. 

Application and declaration to be made by any person applying to be registered, 
under Section 32. 

I, residing at hereby 
apply to be registered as a dentist under section 32 of the Dentists Act, 1931, and 
I hereby declare that I attained the age of twenty-one years on the 
day of 19 , and that I was prior to the passing of the 
Dentists Act, 1931, bona fide engaged or employed as the principal means of my 
livelihood as an operative dental assistant for a period of six years 
from to 
or for the following periods amounting to six years in the aggregate [specify 
them] -
by a dentist residing, practising, and registered 
in South Australia [if by more than one dentist specify them], and that 1 was 
resident in South Australia for a period of six years out of the eight yearil 
immediately prior to the coming into operation of the Dentists Act, 1931. 

Declared at the day} 
of 
before me ........................................................................................................... . 

Adelaide: By authority, HARRISON WEIR, Government Printer, North Terrace. 


